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Gary Olsen Honored for 

Innovative Contribution to Education

Media Developer Selected as National Finalist for 

Cable’s Leaders in Learning Awards

Washington, DC – Gary Olsen, the media developer for Dubuque Community Schools, is being honored by the cable industry for creating and implementing innovative ways to educate students and for making a substantial contribution to learning in his community. 

Mediacom Communications and Cable in the Classroom (CIC), the cable industry’s education foundation, announced today that Olsen has been chosen as a finalist for the 2007 Cable’s Leaders in Learning Awards.  The annual awards program, now in its third year, honors exceptional administrators, educators, community leaders and policymakers who demonstrate vision, innovation, action and transformation in education. 

Finalists will be eligible for a national Cable’s Leaders in Learning Award that includes $3,000 and an all-expense paid trip to Washington, DC to attend an awards ceremony at the Library of Congress this coming June.

Hundreds of applications were received from across the country for the 2007 Cable’s Leaders in Learning Award.  Olsen is one of only 43 finalists, and he is being recognized in the Pushing the Envelope with Cable’s Technology and Content award category for collaborating with Mediacom Cable Television to provide his school district with its own cable channel, Channel 19.  The district’s channel produces engaging and entertaining television that attracts wide audiences with its around-the-clock programming that features topics tied directly to curriculum objectives.

“We are pleased to honor the often-unsung heroes who are working to improve education and the use of technology in communities across the country,” said Dr. Helen Soulé, executive director, Cable in the Classroom, which created and administers the award program.  “Each one of these finalists is a catalyst for creative learning that will impact students in their communities for years to come.”


Kathleen McMullen, Manager of Mediacom Cable’s Dubuque office, said, “We congratulate Gary for being named a Cable’s Leaders in Learning Award finalist and for his extraordinary contribution to education in the Dubuque community, a commitment to children’s learning that Mediacom Communications shares and applauds.” 

Olsen has had great success with his program.  “Participating in television production provides students with the opportunity to view themselves as part of a much larger world of opportuntiy.  In education they say, ‘You can’t begin teaching anything until you have their attention.’  Channel 19 has our students’ attention,” he said.

Up to 15 finalists will be chosen to receive a Cable’s Leaders in Learning Award for one of the five following categories:

· General Excellence – for leaders who have demonstrated excellence in expanding and enhancing learning opportunities by employing a diversity of traditional and non-traditional approaches to producing measurable improvements in education outcomes in formal or informal settings;

· Media Literacy Education – awarded in partnership with National PTA to a leader who has advanced the teaching and learning of media literacy concepts and skills to children and youth. Media literacy is defined as the ability to access, understand, analyze, evaluate, and create media messages on television, the Internet, and other outlets;

· Policymaker Excellence – for state and local officials, such as mayors, state legislators, and state education officials, who conceive and execute programs that have significant positive effects on schools and students;

· Cable Partnerships for Learning – for leaders who are working in partnership with the cable industry to expand and enhance learning opportunities for children and youth in or out of the classroom;

· Pushing the Envelope – for leaders who push the envelope and/or redefine the education frontier through the use of cable technology and/or cable content.

For more information on the awards and the 2007 finalists, please visit: www.leadersinlearningawards.org
Cable in the Classroom, the cable industry’s education foundation, works to expand and enhance learning for children and youth. Created in 1989 to help schools take advantage of educational cable programming and technology, CIC has become a leading national advocate for media literacy education and for the use of technology and media for learning, as well as a valuable resource of educational cable content and services for policymakers, educators and industry leaders.
You can contact Gary Olsen at The Forum: 563-552-3032 or by cell 563-552-1992
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