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Section 3:  INSTRUCTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Senior Year Plus Program

The Dubuque Community School District will provide eligible students access to advanced placement courses and a variety of means by which to concurrently access secondary and postsecondary credit.

Student eligibility, high school credits, institution eligibility, course eligibility, and District financial obligations shall be in accordance with current definitions in Chapter 22 Senior Year Plus Program.

High school students may earn high school credit in:

-Advanced placement courses offered by District teachers in the high schools. 

-Concurrent enrollment courses offered at or through a community college.  Students enroll part-time in nonsectarian courses.
-Post secondary enrollment option courses for grades 11 or 12 (or identified in grade 9 or 10 by gifted and talented criteria) at an eligible postsecondary institution.
The Superintendent shall annually review existing guidelines and procedures to ensure that they are in compliance with State law and shall communicate these guidelines and procedures to the administrative, counseling, and teaching staff of public and non-public high schools within the District.
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Senior Year Plus Program
The Senior Year Plus Program replaces the previous Postsecondary Enrollment Option and provides students a way to concurrently access secondary and postsecondary credit through advanced placement, concurrent enrollment, and the postsecondary enrollment option.  Other options allowed by statute, but not offered by Dubuque schools at this time include: career academies, regional academies, and internet-based and ICN coursework.  

Courses may supplement, but not supplant a course provided by the District. The content of a course provided to a high school student for postsecondary credit shall not consist of substantially the same concepts and skills as the content of a course provided by the District.
Student Eligibility for Any Senior Year Plus Course:

The student must attain approval from the District prior to enrollment in any senior year plus program.

The student must have passed appropriate course prerequisites as determined by the District or the postsecondary institution.

The student must meet enrollment requirements of the postsecondary institution.
No student may be enrolled as a full-time student in any one postsecondary institution.  There is no minimum or maximum number of credits that can be earned with senior year plus.

Division III:  Advanced Placement Program (for grades 9-12)
1. Advanced placement courses must be listed in high school registration guides with prerequisite courses established.

2. Every eighth grade student must receive the full high school registration guide prior to development of their core curriculum plan.

3. AP courses are available to dually enrolled high school students (competent private instruction).

4. AP courses are available to accredited non-public high school students in the District.  AP exams and reduced fees for exams apply to eligible non-public students the same as for District students.

5. The student must be proficient in reading, math, and science on the ITBS/ITED most recently administered.  The school may consider the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment as an equivalent performance measure when the ITBS/ITED is not available and the student must show comparable proficiency.
Division IV:  Concurrent Enrollment Program (for grades 9-12)
1. Concurrent enrollment courses must be listed in high school registration guides and must indicate that the courses generate college credit as well as high school credit.

2.  Every eighth grade student must receive the full high school registration guide prior to development of their core curriculum plan.

3. Concurrent enrollment courses are available to dually enrolled high school students (competent private instruction).
4. Concurrent enrollment courses are available to accredited non-public high school students in the District as long as they are residents of the DCSD. 
5. The school board must annually approve courses to be made available for high school credit.  Comparable courses must not already be offered by the District.

6. No student may audit a concurrent enrollment course.

7. No student may be charged tuition for a concurrent enrollment course.
8. The student must be proficient in reading, math, and science on the ITBS/ITED most recently administered.  The school may consider the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment as an equivalent performance measure when the ITBS/ITED is not available and the student must show comparable proficiency.
Division V:  Postsecondary Enrollment Option Program (for grades 11 and 12, or identified in grade 9/10 by gifted and talented criteria)
1. Student Eligibility

a. Counselors, GT Facilitators, department chairs, principal and/or designated assistant principal may assist in determining student eligibility.

b. Parents/guardians of eligible students must furnish transportation to and from the eligible postsecondary institution.

c. A student enrolled in an accredited non-public school who meets all eligibility requirements (including residency in Iowa) may apply to take a course, provided that neither the accredited non-public school nor the District offers a comparable course.

d. Postsecondary enrollment option courses are available to dually enrolled students (competent private instruction).

e. No student may audit a postsecondary enrollment option course.
f. The student must be proficient in reading, math, and science on the ITBS/ITED most recently administered.  The school may consider the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment as an equivalent performance measure when the ITBS/ITED is not available and the student must show comparable proficiency.
g. Students must notify the high school of their intent to enroll in a PSEO course by March 15 for the following year (for both semesters).
2. Course Eligibility
a. Nonsectarian courses
b. Courses not comparable to courses offered by the Dubuque public high schools

c. Credit bearing courses that lead to an educational degree

d. Courses in: Math, science, social sciences, humanities (English, art, music, language), vocational-technical education
3.  High School Credit

a. Approved and completed college courses will be given high school credit.  Each semester-length college course equals 1 semester high school credit.

b. Completed college courses will count toward high school graduation requirements and subject area requirements.  Credit will not be calculated in a student’s grade point average or rank in class.  Evidence of successful completion of each course and high school units of credit and postsecondary academic credits will be included in the student’s high school transcript.

4. Payment for College Tuition Cost

a. The school and/or District will pay directly to the postsecondary institution the legally limited costs of approved enrollments by eligible students who complete and receive credit for the approved course(s) in which they are enrolled.

b. Students who fail to complete and receive credit for a postsecondary course are responsible for all costs directly related to the course, and will be billed by the District for those costs. If the student is under 18 years of age, the parent or guardian will assume the costs.








Policy Reference:  6219







