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Special Education Curriculum Considerations to Continue a Comprehensive Literacy Approach

A comprehensive literacy approach is necessary for students to learn to read and write and to function successfully in their classrooms. All students who are entitled to special education services for reading must be included in a guided reading group for instruction on a regular basis (minimum 3 – 4 times per week). This can occur in either the special education or the general education classroom. Regardless of the level of special education services a student requires, it is the expectation that all students receive instruction from Macmillan-Spotlight on Literacy (K-5th grade) or The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell (6th grade). The level of instruction will be a decision made through the IEP process.  Students who receive special education services need to be instructed in alternative curriculum only when they have reading goals in their Individual Education Program (IEP) and general education curriculum is not appropriate; otherwise, grade level, general education curriculum will be utilized for instruction. Placement tests for alternative curriculum must be administered in order to determine each student’s appropriate level for instruction. Writing recommendations are included for upper elementary and middle school students. Students, who receive instruction in a Life Skills instructional setting, may benefit from the identified curriculum.  Variation in these recommendations may differ for students in Life Skills classrooms, due to their needs, which may result in using a different level. Following are the major considerations in developing instructional plans for students who receive special education services from kindergarten through eighth grade, especially those receiving multicategorical and behavioral services:

Kindergarten:

Kindergarten students with identified academic goals need to be included in two general education programs to assure a comprehensive literacy program. These are the Scholastic Phonemic Awareness program and Macmillan- Spotlight on Literacy.  Road to the Code is a tool that can be used after the first parent-teacher conferences for kindergartners (students who are entitled for services) to strengthen phonological awareness (if students are not progressing appropriately in the general education curriculum). All kindergartners need to be included in the Scholastic Phonemic Awareness program as taught in the general education classroom.  At the beginning of the school year, special education teachers will spend the majority of their time observing and assisting in the kindergarten room.  Early literacy activities can be done with the students to help with deepening their understanding of the concepts they are learning in the general education classroom.  Most of our multicategorical kindergarten students will not require a pullout model for appropriate instruction. The IEP team will need to specify during the development of the individual’s program that the student requires pullout services, as this is a more restrictive setting. The pull aside model, where the students remain in the general education classroom for instruction and the special education teacher provides services in this classroom, is the preferred model. Road to the Code is a curriculum piece that will be provided to supplement the kindergarten phonemic awareness program.  The appropriate time to begin this program would be no sooner than approximately early November.  It is recommended that Direct Instruction materials, such as Reading Mastery, are not used with our kindergarten students who are entitled for special education services.

· Kindergarten

· Spotlight on Literacy – general education
· Scholastic Phonemic Awareness – general education

· Road to the Code – special education

First Grade:
First grade students with identified language arts academic goals may need to be included in two general education programs to assure a comprehensive literacy program. These are SRA’s Open Court and Macmillan- Spotlight on Literacy. Road to the Code is a tool that can be used at the beginning of the school year for first graders (multicategorical) to strengthen phonological awareness (if there is a need).  The utilization of this program should help develop skills necessary to deepen learning when students begin in Reading Mastery Grade K or Grade 1. Students who receive Reading Mastery Grade K or Grade 1 instruction must also be in a guided reading group to practice skills taught in Direct Instruction. When students are receiving instruction in Open Court and Reading Mastery Grade K or Grade 1 simultaneously, careful instruction to blend the two pieces of curriculum will need to be made by the teacher in order to alleviate student confusion. Edmark is a sight word reading supplement that can be used; but again, practice in authentic reading is a requirement (guided reading). Edmark is not a complete reading program for most students (some students who receive instruction in a Life Skills classroom may be the exception). Reading Milestones is a program which can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. Pull aside is the preferred service delivery model in first grade.

· 1st Grade

· Spotlight on Literacy – general education 

· Open Court – general education, can be retaught in special education

· Early Success – general education, intervention

· Guided Reading – general and special education

· Road to the Code – special education

· Reading Mastery Grade K and/or Grade 1 – special education

· Reading Milestones - special education

· Edmark, Level I – special education (Supplement)

· PCI Reading, Level 1- special education (Life Skills /Autism)
Second Grade:
Second grade students with identified language arts academic goals, need to be included in two general education programs to assure a comprehensive literacy program which are Macmillan – Spotlight on Literacy and possibly SRA’s Open Court. Our second grade multicategorical students should have their phonological awareness skills intact, but if not, Road to the Code could be used to strengthen this area. Students who receive Reading Mastery Grade K, Grade 1, and/or Grade 2 instruction must also be in a guided reading group to practice skills taught in Direct Instruction. When students are receiving instruction in Open Court and Reading Mastery  simultaneously, careful instruction to blend the two pieces of curriculum will need to be made by the teacher in order to alleviate student confusion. Edmark is a sight word reading supplement that can be used; but again, practice in authentic reading is a requirement (guided reading). Edmark is not a complete reading program for most students (some students who receive instruction in a Life Skills classroom may be the exception). Reading Milestones is a program that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. Pull aside is the preferred service delivery model in second grade.

· 2nd Grade
· Spotlight on Literacy – general education

· Open Court – general education, can be retaught in special education

· Early Success – general education, intervention

· Guided Reading – general and special education

· Reading Mastery Grade K, Grade 1, and/or Grade 2– special education

· Road to the Code – special education

· Reading Milestones- special education

· Edmark, Level I/II – special education (Supplement)

· PCI Reading, Level 1- special education (Life Skills /Autism)
· *TOWER and other graphic organizers

Third Grade:
Third grade students with identified language arts academic goals need to be included in the Macmillan-Spotlight on Literacy to assure a comprehensive literacy program. Students who receive Reading Mastery Grade 1 or Grade 2 instruction must also be in a guided reading group to practice skills taught in Direct Instruction. The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction needs to be considered for students who are not making acceptable progress in learning how to read. Students involved in The Herman Method instruction will require guided reading on a regular basis in order to generalize their reading skills.  Edmark is a sight word reading supplement that can be used; but again, practice in authentic reading is a must (guided reading). Edmark is not a complete reading program for most students (some students who receive instruction in a Life Skills classroom may be the exception). Reading Milestones is a program that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. Pull aside is the preferred service delivery model, except for students receiving instruction The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction.
· 3rd Grade

· Spotlight on Literacy – general education

· Open Court – general education

· Soar to Success- general education

· Guided Reading – general and special education

· Reading Mastery Grade 1 or Grade 2 – special education

· Corrective Reading A – special education

· Reading Milestones – special education

· – special education

· Edmark, Level I/II – special education (Supplement)

· PCI Reading, Levels 1 and 2- special education (Life Skills /Autism)
· Reasoning and Writing C- special education

· Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

· *TOWER and other graphic organizers

Fourth Grade:
Fourth grade students with identified language arts academic goals need to be included in the Macmillan-Spotlight on Literacy to assure a comprehensive literacy program. Students who receive Reading Mastery Grade 2 or Corrective Reading Level A or B1 instruction must also be in a guided reading group in order to practice skills taught. Fourth grade students who are receiving services in special education should not be in a group for reading utilizing Reading Mastery Grade 1. Below grade level Soar to Success is available for fourth graders that have developed sufficient fluency and decoding skills (possibly when they have mastered B1. When preparing students for Soar to Success, it is required to first teach The Word Identification Strategy (prefixes and suffixes), to provide students with a structure for clarifying unknown words.  When students are ready for the generalization step of this University of Kansas strategy, instruction in Soar to Success can begin, transferring this strategy learning into authentic reading. Reading Milestones is a program that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement.  The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction needs to be considered for students who are not making acceptable progress in learning to read and reading to learn. Students involved in The Herman Method instruction will require guided reading on a regular basis in order to generalize their reading skills. Pull aside is the preferred service delivery model, except for students receiving instruction in The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction.
· 4th Grade

· Spotlight on Literacy – general education

· Soar to Success – general education

· Guided Reading – general or special education

· Corrective Reading A or B1 – special education

· The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction - special education

· Partial The Word Identification Strategy /Soar to Success, Level 3 – special education

· Reading Milestones – special education

· PCI Reading, Level 1- special education (Life Skills /Autism)
· Reasoning and Writing, Level C –special education

· Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

· *TOWER and other graphic organizers (basic level)

Fifth Grade:
Fifth grade students with identified language arts academic goals need to be included in the Macmillan-Spotlight on Literacy to assure a comprehensive literacy program. Students who receive Corrective Reading Level B1 or B2 instruction must also be in a guided reading group in order to practice skills taught. Below grade level Soar to Success is available for fifth graders who have developed sufficient fluency and decoding skills (probably when they have mastered B2).  When preparing students for Soar to Success, it is required to first teach The Word Identification Strategy, to provide students with a structure for clarifying unknown words.  When students are ready for the generalization step of this University of Kansas strategy, instruction in Soar to Success can begin, transferring this strategy learning into authentic reading. Reading Milestones is a program that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction needs to be considered for students who are not making acceptable progress in learning to read and reading to learn. Students involved in The Herman Method instruction will require guided reading on a regular basis in order to generalize their reading skills. Pull aside is the preferred service delivery model, except for students receiving instruction in The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction.
· 5th Grade

· Spotlight on Literacy – general education

· Soar to Success- general education

· Guided Reading – general or special education

· Corrective Reading B1 or B2 – special education

· The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction – special education

· The Word Identification Strategy /Soar to Success, Level 4 – special education

· Reading Milestones- special education 

· PCI Reading, Level 1- special education (Life Skills /Autism)
· Reasoning and Writing, Level C or D- special education

· Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

· Error Monitoring Strategy

· *TOWER and other graphic organizers

Sixth Grade:
Sixth grade students with identified language arts academic goals need to be included in The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell to assure a comprehensive literacy program. Students who receive Corrective Reading, Level B2, instruction must also be in a guided reading group in order to practice skills taught.  Below grade level Soar to Success is available for sixth graders who have developed sufficient fluency and decoding skills (when they have mastered B2). When preparing students for Soar to Success, it is required to first teach The Word Identification Strategy, to provide students with a structure for clarifying unknown words.  When students are ready for the generalization step of this University of Kansas strategy, instruction in Soar to Success can begin, transferring this strategy learning into authentic reading. Other University of Kansas strategies that are appropriate for seventh graders are Visual Imagery and Linking Vocabulary (strategy or routine).  Reading Milestones is a program that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction needs to be considered for any students who are not making acceptable progress in learning to read and reading to learn. Students involved in The Herman Method instruction will require guided reading on a regular basis in order to generalize their reading skills. Co-Teaching, whenever appropriate, is strongly encouraged.

· 6th Grade

·  The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell– general education

· Second Chance Reading- general education

· Guided Reading – general or special education

· Corrective Reading B1 or B2 – special education

· The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction – special education

· The Word Identification Strategy /Soar to Success, Level 5 – special education

· Reading Milestones - special education

· Kansas Strategies – Visual Imagery and Linking Vocabulary 

· Reasoning and Writing, Level C or D- special education

· Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

· Error Monitoring Strategy

· *TOWER and other graphic organizers

· Real World Writing- special education (Life Skills)
Seventh Grade:
Seventh grade students with identified language arts academic goals need to be included in The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell to assure a comprehensive literacy program. Students, who receive Corrective Reading, Levels B2 and C, instruction must also be in a guided reading group in order to practice skills taught.  Below grade level Soar to Success is available for seventh graders who have developed sufficient fluency and decoding skills (when they have mastered B2 or/and C). When preparing students for Soar to Success, it is required to first teach The Word Identification Strategy, to provide students with a structure for clarifying unknown words.  When students are ready for the generalization step of this University of Kansas strategy, instruction in Soar to Success can begin, transferring this strategy learning into authentic reading. Other University of Kansas strategies that are appropriate for seventh graders are Visual Imagery, Paraphrasing, and Linking Vocabulary (strategy or routine). Reading Milestones and Reading Bridges are the programs that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction needs to be considered for any students who are not making acceptable progress in learning to read and reading to learn. Students involved in The Herman Method instruction will require guided reading on a regular basis in order to generalize their reading skills. Until further study of middle school curriculum is completed, Explode the Code, Reading Comprehension In Varied Subject Matter, Jump Start and Four Square (for writing) may be utilized with seventh grade students. Students who are entitled for life skill services can be instructed utilizing the functional word levels of Edmark. Co-Teaching, whenever appropriate, is strongly encouraged.

· 7th Grade
·  The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell- general education

· Second Chance Reading- general education

· Novels - general and special education

· Corrective Reading B2 or C – special education

· The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction – special education

· The Word Identification Strategy/Soar to Success, Level 6 – special education

· Reading Milestones/Reading Bridges - special education 

· Kansas Strategies- Visual Imagery, Paraphrasing and Linking Vocabulary
· Edmark Functional Words

· Reasoning and Writing, Level  D- special education

· Expressive Writing, Level 1 or 2

· Spelling with Morphographs

· Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

· Error Monitoring Strategy

· Proficiency of Sentence Writing – simple and compound sentences

· Paragraph Writing Strategy

· *TOWER and other graphic organizers

· Real World Writing- special education (Life Skills)
Eighth Grade:
Eight grade students with identified language arts academic goals need to be included in The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell to assure a comprehensive literacy program. Students who receive Corrective Reading, Levels B2 and C, instruction must also be in a guided reading group in order to practice skills taught.  Below grade level Soar to Success is available for eighth graders who have developed sufficient fluency and decoding skills (when they have mastered B2 or/and C). When preparing students for Soar to Success, it is required to first teach The Word Identification Strategy, to provide students with a structure for clarifying unknown words.  When students are ready for the generalization step of this University of Kansas strategy, instruction in Soar to Success can begin, transferring this strategy learning into authentic reading. Other University of Kansas strategies that are appropriate for eighth graders are Visual Imagery, Paraphrasing, and Linking Vocabulary (strategy or routine). Reading Milestones and Reading Bridges are the programs that can be utilized for students who learn best using visuals, which also requires guided reading as a generalization component for student achievement. The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction needs to be considered for any students who are not making acceptable progress in learning to read and reading to learn. Students involved in The Herman Method instruction will require guided reading on a regular basis in order to generalize their reading skills. Until further study of middle school curriculum is completed, Explode the Code, Reading Comprehension In Varied Subject Matter, Jump Start and Four Square (for writing) may be utilized with eighth grade students. Students who are entitled for life skill services can be instructed utilizing the functional word levels of Edmark. Co-Teaching, whenever appropriate, is strongly encouraged.

· 8th Grade
·  The Language of Literature/McDougal Littell -general education

· Second Chance Reading- general education

· Novels - general and special education

· Corrective Reading B2 or C – special education

· The Herman Method, Specialized Reading Instruction – special education

· The Word Identification Strategy/Soar to Success, Level 7 – special education

· Reading Milestones/Reading Bridges - special education 

· Kansas Strategies- Visual Imagery, Paraphrasing and Linking Vocabulary
· Edmark Functional Words

· Reasoning and Writing, - special education

· Expressive Writing, Level 1 or 2

· Spelling with Morphographs

· Fundamentals of Sentence Writing

· Error Monitoring Strategy

· Proficiency of Sentence Writing – simple and compound sentences

· Paragraph Writing Strategy

· *TOWER and other graphic organizers

· Paragraph Writing

· Real World Writing- special education (Life Skills)
*(*TOWER = T [think about the topic], O [organize ideas], W [write the first draft], E [engage in revision], R [review for errors[)
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